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You can use the first conditional with an imperative  
to give people practical instructions or advice, such  
as how to solve problems or improve their lifestyle.

New language  First conditional with imperative 

Vocabulary  Health and wellbeing

New skill  Giving advice and instructions

PROBLEM SOLUTION

KEY LANGUAGE FIRST CONDITIONAL WITH IMPERATIVE

FURTHER EXAMPLES FIRST CONDITIONAL WITH IMPERATIVE

HOW TO FORM FIRST CONDITIONAL WITH IMPERATIVE

In first conditional sentences, you can use an imperative instead of the future with “will.”  
This makes the sentence an instruction or a suggestion instead of a prediction about the future.

Use “if ” followed by the present simple to describe a problem. 
The imperative gives the solution to the problem.

Comma separates
problem from solution.

The imperative gives the 
solution to the problem.

Present simple tense  
describes the problem.

“If ” shows that the
sentence is conditional.

Solving problems

“IF” COMMAPRESENT SIMPLE IMPERATIVE

Leave the comma out of sentences 
that start with the imperative.
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MATCH THE BEGINNINGS OF THE SENTENCES TO THE CORRECT ENDINGS

REWRITE THE SENTENCES, CORRECTING THE ERRORS

LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

Tanya is talking to her father 
about selling her house.
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READ THE ARTICLE AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS
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MATCH THE DEFINITIONS TO THE WORDS AND PHRASES

USE THE FIRST CONDITIONAL WITH AN IMPERATIVE TO GIVE ADVICE FOR 
EACH SITUATION, SPEAKING OUT LOUD

CHECKLIST

 First conditional with imperative   Health and wellbeing   Giving advice and instructions  
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